
 March 31, 2005, Texas HOPE Literacy re-
ceived the 2005 Governor’s Most Innovative Program 

Award which was 
presented at the regu-
larly scheduled Crimi-
nal Justice Board 
meeting in Austin, 
Texas.  
 This is the 
first time the Dawson 

State Jail has received a governor’s award. The award 
was given in honor of Unity City (HOPE Dorm 10-
A).   
 Texas HOPE Literacy was founded in 1997 
by Lucy Smith.  HOPE  is a faith based non-profit or-
ganization dedicated to providing churches, prison 
systems and community service organizations with 
customized program models designed to meet needs 
brought about by illiteracy and learning disabilities 
among adult inmates,                   Continued on page 15 

 

 Come and Join Us!  Preparations for 
the convention have been underway for more 
than a year.  We have secured a first class hotel 
for a bargain rate.  It is the Sheraton North 
Houston on JFK Blvd just outside of the Bush 
Intercontinental Airport. 
 Some really outstanding criminal 
justice professionals and volunteers have 
agreed to share with us on Friday and Saturday, 
April 21-22, 2006.   
 The initial convention activity will be a Gospel Concert, featuring most of the guest 
singers who will be performing during the weekend.  Craig Hearn, founder of Burning 
Hope Ministries will lead us in worship.  He is a native of Austin, TX and a graduate of Uni-
versity of Texas.  Jerry Trammell,  formerly the bass singer for The Wonder State Quartet 
and later a prisoner in the Arkansas Department of Corrections will inspire us.  Jaime Feas-
ter, guest musician for Saturday breakfast graduated from Dallas Baptist University in 
2002.  She is currently attending Southwestern Seminary.  She is the daughter of Jim and 
Anita Parrish.  Guest Artist for Saturday Lunch is SOTE` (Salt Of The Earth) 4 female sing-
ers.  Their primary focus is outreach to those incarcerated in prison. Continued on page 10                
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 Ex-offenders frequently can't find gainful employment 
because employers won't hire them. If they do find work, the 
pay is usually far below what they need to 
survive, and there is not much future in 
those jobs. 
 They must also pay fees for pa-
role and counseling services. Soon their 
family is collapsing financially. Spouses 
become angry and/or depressed. 
 No money. No housing. No job. Fees. It's just easier to 
fall back into the old ways, re-offend and go back to prison. 
 When people commit crimes, they need to face the 
consequences -- you do the crime, you do the time. But when 
does "the time" stop? What of those who have changed their 
lives but are unable to successfully re-enter a community be-
cause it is not ready or willing to assist them? 
 We must do more as a community to empower those 
returning home from prison to succeed. This is more than a 
moral problem, more than a spiritual problem. It is also an eco-
nomic and social problem. 
 We throw away to prison many people who could 
make a contribution to the community. We pay a huge tax bill to 
house and feed inmates -- $25,000 to $30,000 each year per 
inmate. It is quite costly to send approximately 1,300 re-
offenders per year back to prison from Tarrant County, with 
average sentences running five to seven years. 
 The money we spend putting folks back into prison is 
money we can't spend on important things such as education. 
Consider also the collateral damage of not doing more to help 
ex-offenders re-enter society: homelessness (60 percent to 70 
percent of our homeless are ex-offenders); unemployment and 
disenfranchisement. 
 As a community, we need to evaluate how we respond 
to the 4,000 ex-offenders coming home to Tarrant County every 
year. I commend Brooks and the Tarrant County Council on 
Prisoner Re-entry. This effort will begin to stem the ex-
offender/re-offender tide. 
 This will take the collaborative effort of small and 
large businesses, community-based service organizations, faith-
based organizations and churches. This is the council's goal. It 
can and will make a difference. Let's roll up our sleeves and go 
to work. on this challenging issue. 
 Roger W. Hollar is pastor/director of  “Mercy Heart”, 
a ministry to families of inmates and ex-offenders and a Board 
Member of the RJMN. He can be contacted through   
www.prisonministry.net/mh. 

By Roger  W. Hollar 
  
 Can Tarrant County stem the tide of ex-offenders who 
become re-offenders? If you believe as County Commissioner 
Roy Brooks does, your answer would be "Yes!" 
 Recently I took part in a local workshop hosted by 
Brooks and his Tarrant County Council on Prisoner Re-entry. 
The workshop was led by members of the National Alliance of 
Faith and Justice out of Washington. The event focused on the 
re-entry of prisoners, or ex-offenders, into Tarrant County and 
what it would take to help them succeed. 
 According to the Department of Justice, two-thirds of 
ex-offenders will re-offend within three years of their release 
from prison. More than half of those will go back to prison. 
 Try putting yourself in an ex-offender's place.  Sup-
pose you were to violate your company's policy. You get caught 
and are suspended for some period of time. You complete your 
suspension and return to work, ready to put the offense behind 
you and get on with your life. 
 Upon your return, you find that your company parking 
privileges have been revoked; you now must park several miles 
away and walk to work. Once inside, you discover that you have 
lost your office space. To make matters worse, you have been 
demoted and are no longer able to work in your same job. Your 
earning power is only a fraction of what it once was. 
 You check out some other places of employment but 
find that your offense is known to all the other companies. You 
can't get a better job. In addition, you are required to pay coun-
seling fees that cost more than you are making. 
Would you feel desperate? What would happen to your hope of 
getting back to a normal existence? 
 Every year, some 4,000 ex-offenders come home to 
Tarrant County. Most return with a very real hope of starting 
over. They have high expectations for becoming productive 
citizens. But they return to a community that is not willing or 
ready to help them succeed. 
 When people return home from prison, their three 
greatest needs are transportation, housing and employment. 
Ex-offenders often have to pay large fees to reinstate their 
driver's licenses. They don't have the money. I've worked with 
many who have to walk or ride a bike to work until they can 
afford to get a license. 
 Most housing complexes will not rent to ex-offenders, 
and ex-offenders are not eligible for government housing. This  
means in some cases that they cannot even move into the hous-
ing accommodations where their families live.  

Ex-Offender Prohibitions 

Roger W. Hollar 



    By Emmett Solomon 
  
 “The criminal law’s reach has been extended in this 
country far beyond its competence, invading the spheres of 
private morality and social welfare proving ineffective, cor-
ruptive and criminogenic.  This overreach of the criminal 
law has made hypocrites of us all and has cluttered the 
courts and filled the jails and prisons with people who should 
not be there,” writes Norvel Morris, the distinguished crimi-
nologist from the University of Chicago in his 1974 book The 
Future of Imprisonment.  This man was truly a futurist in his 
day.  I heard him in the autumn of 1968 predict that the urban 
riots were over.  He was right.  His predictions regarding incar-
ceration have also come true.  When that book was written we 
had about 350,000 people in our jails and prisons.  Today, we 
have over 2,200,000 and prisons are still ineffective, corruptive 
and criminogenic. 
 Alvin Bronstein in his recent paper, “Incarceration as a 
Failed Policy” points out that we have locked up too many social 
nuisances who are not real threats.  They are largely petty of-
fenders and minor thieves, severing such few social ties as they 
have and pushing them further toward more serious criminal 
behavior.  On a weekly basis, I do the “Welcome Back” Pro-
gram at the Walls Unit in Huntsville, TX.  From this oldest of all 
Texas prisons, male prisoners who served time in 79 of the ma-
jor state prisons go through the release process each week day.  
As I talk to and visit with these men, I can’t help but notice that 
this is largely a group of old men.  Sprinkled amongst the hun-
dred or so men at the “Welcome Back” meetings each night are 
a few 21 year olds.  But far more common are the 45 year old 
men who look very anxious as they face their release day.  They 
are old enough to know that this may be their last chance to de-
velop a life in free society.  They also know that they are facing 
severe housing prohibitions and even stronger employment pro-
hibitions.  One analyst counted 250 job titles that ex-Offenders 
in Texas are forbidden to hold. 
 We inappropriately incarcerate the mentally ill and 
alcohol & drug addicted.  Unfortunately, prisons generally make 
people worse. 
 Most thoughtful Legislators understand that corrections 
policy in the coming decades cannot sustain the long-term finan-
cial costs associated with over-reliance on prisons as a means of 
controlling crime. 
 “What’s needed is a seamless system of progressive 
sanctions to limit and punish illegal behavior, and a system 
of re-entry options that better prepare offenders to success-
fully reintegrate into the community as clean, sober, working 
taxpaying citizens.” 

 “This is particularly true now that a growing body 
of evidence is proving the effectiveness of lower-cost public  

safety sanctions.  Doctors don’t perform surgery or hospital-
ize patients if less invasive, less costly therapies will restore 
their patients to health, and likewise, prison beds, because of 
their high cost to build, maintain and operate, ought to be 
treated as an option of last resort with a more expansive 
range of sentencing options available.” says Ray Allen, Chair-
man of Corrections Committee in the Texas House of Represen-
tatives.  
 Bronstein points out that many years of studies have 
revealed that only three possible changes in the life of the pris-
oner during his or her incarceration are correlated with later con-
formity to the conditions of release and with the avoidance of 
new criminal behavior: 1) the availability of a family or other 
supportive group to join on release, 2) the availability of a rea-
sonably supportive job, and 3) the process and duration of aging 
itself.  Getting a job and preserving or creating social relation-
ships are exactly what prison most interferes with. 
 I agree with Bronstein when he says that we cage peo-
ple not to treat them but for a variety of other reasons.  Increas-
ingly under the “get tough on crime” approach, prisons are 
places of punishment and have nothing to do with healing. 
 In 1999 criminal justice professionals from 50 coun-
tries met in England and issued a report: 
 * Penal reform is an essential part of good governance. 
 * Changes in the criminal justice system are essential. 
 * The judicial system should be enriched with infor-
mal, locally based, dispute resolution mechanisms. 
Tough Justice 
 Anyone who listens at all to talk-radio understands that 
tough justice is the “darling” of most of those who take time to 
register their opinion.  Self-righteousness is the theme.  On occa-
sion, I listen to such when I need to stay awake while driving 
home late at night.  These talkers sound very much like the 
Pharisees who so resented our Lord. 
 Tough justice sounds good and righteous.  However, it 
has not worked very well.  We are currently locking up 11.5 
times as many prisoners as we did when I first became a Texas 
Prison Chaplain in 1964, yet we do not feel as safe now as we 
did then.  The Texas prison budget went from $25,000,000 to 
$2,500,000,000.   
 Our Texas Legislature has toughened the criminal laws 
each session since 1965, because we pressured them to do so.  
The last session in 2005 is the first session that did not enact 
enhancements to our criminal code.  That indicates that the 
mood of the citizenry is beginning to change. 

A Case for Reform 
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Submitted by Lou Powers 
 
The Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is pleased to announce DVD #3 in their series of  messages to enable 
churches to explore and conduct effective restorative justice programs.   
Featured speakers include: 
• Bishop Huie in her call for all Texas Annual United Methodist Conference churches to be involved in Restorative Justice 
• Governor Rick Perry urging Methodists to become active in Restorative Justice.  
• Reverend Marvin Hood addressing the 2004 Annual Conference on the subject of "From Useless to Useful”  
• Reverend David Valentine, pastor of the First Baptist Church of Huntsville, sharing how Restorative Justice involvement has 

helped his church to become more spiritually involved.   
• Two sessions on mentoring for men and women  
• Chaplain Jerry Groom on the subject of the TDCJ Operation Rebound 
• Victims Ministry, the Bridges to Life Program founded by John Sage 
• A group of short talks from the 2005 Conference about various ministries that Methodist are involved in 
Jack Walker Chairman of the Restorative Justice Ministries encourages all Churches to become involved this ministry opportunity "right 
here in our own backyard."   
The DVD series including 1, 2, and 3 can be ordered through http://newgateinitiative.org or by calling Murray Batt, 281-367-3727 or 
713-858-4511. 

New DVD’s: Tools for Engaging Churches in RJ Ministries 

Impact of Crime on Victims 

By Bernie Farmer  
Inmate at Jefferson City Correctional Center, MO 

 
 Envision a roomful of hardened criminals – murderers, rapists, and robbers – incarcerated in a maximum security prison.  
What do you imagine, a bunch of tattooed animals snarling at each other; heartless thugs planning their next criminal offense?  Now 
introduce a panel of crime victims into the room.  What happens?  Do the two groups begin to yell at each other, perhaps even fight?  
How about if the victims tell these hardened criminals how they have been terribly hurt by people just like them.  Do the criminals 
laugh?  Are the victims re-victimized? 
 Here at the Missouri Jefferson City Correctional Center (JCCC) I’ve seen this same scene unfold monthly for three years, 
and I can tell you what happens every time.  The roomful of criminals sit nervously as the victim panel enters the room.  They pay close 
attention as the victims tell their story.  Their heads will nod as they recognize things from their own lives. It is not unusual for men to 
cry as the stories awaken their long repressed sense of humanity.  Many of the inmates will express their sincere sorrow, both for the 
things that the panel experienced, and for the pain that they have caused their own victims.  Even the most hardened criminal will leave 
the room deep in thought, questioning the life choices he has made. 
 What I’ve just described is a typical victim panel in a rehabilitative program called Impact of Crime on Victims (ICVC).  It is 
part of the Missouri Department of Corrections Restorative Justice effort.  Restorative Justice is a concept where offenders take re-
sponsibility for the crimes they have committed and acknowledge the harms they have caused.  The offenders then work toward making 
amends for their offenses, both to the individual victims, and the community at large.  The Impact of Crime on Victims program is usu-
ally the first step that offenders take toward that goal.   
 The Impact of Crime on Victims program at JCCC is a somewhat unique program in that, while it is supervised by prison staff, 
the program is taught to the men by a cadre of their fellow inmates.  This has several advantages.  First of all, the inmates are more com-
fortable with one of their own teaching.          Continued on page 10 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 
5,10  Epiphany Ministry Inc 
 Peggy New 
 PO Box 1923 
 Conway 29528-1923 
 843-248-3677 
 843-248-8835 Fax 
 pnew@epiphanyministry.org 
 www.epiphanyministry.org 
    
1,7,9,10  Justice Ministries/ 
 Prison Evangelism Outreach 
 Sid Taylor 
 PO Box 3353 
 Pawleys Island 29585-3353 
 843-558-2350 
 www.justiceministries.com 
 
SOUTH DAKOTA 
1,2,3,10  Prison Lighthouse 
 Rev Reagan Beauchamp 
 45794 266th St 
 Humboldt 57035-6815 
 605-363-3784 
 sdpchaplains@juno.com 
 
6  Family Connection / Children's Connection 
 Dawn Brende 
 303 N Minnesota Ave 
 Sioux Falls 57104-6012 
 605-357-0777 
 605-357-0780 Fax 
 familyconnect@hotmail.com 
 www.augie.edu/related/family 
 
1,2  Prison Congregation of America Inc 
 Ed Nesselhuf 
 PO Box 415 
 Vermillion 57069-0415 
 605-624-8330 
 605-624-3123 Fax 
 Pastored@iw.net 
 www.Prisoncongregations.org 
 
TEXAS 
6  Eunice Chambless Hospitality House 
 Billy W ilson 
 13378 Fm 3522 
 Abilene 79601-8770 
 325-548-2180 
 325-675-5414 Fax 
 echhdir@netscape.com 
 
1,2  TAX - Abilene 
 Corrine Hansen 
 2657 Rountree Dr 
 Abilene 79601-2034 
 325-676-5741 
 jtaxloop@taylortel.net 
 
1,6,7,  Light for New Life Min Inc 
9,10  Rev Don Domeracki 
 PO Box 170501 
 Arlington 76003-0501 
 817-516-0406 
 skyking273@sbcglobal.net 
 www.lightfornewlifeministries.org 
 
 
 
 

1  Kairos Horizon Communities 
 Ike Griffin 
 PO Box 2547 
 Winter Park 32790-2547  
 407-657-1828 
 407-629-2668 Fax 
 Igriffin@kairoshorizon.org 
 www.kairosprisonministry.org 
 
MASSACHUSETTS 
2,3,6,  Set Free in Maine 
7,9  Kenneth Stephens 
 249 Cushnoc Rd 
 Vassalboro 04989 
 207-622-4709 
 
2,3,6,  Northeast Dream Center 
7,9  Pastor Ken Stevens 
 18 Lithgow St 
 Winslow 04901-7149 
 207-692-2128 
 sfme@dialmaine.com 
 
MISSOURI 
1,2,3,5,  Lutheran Prison Ministry/ 
6,7,8,9  Al Hanson Pris Min 
 Chaplain Allen Hanson 
 PO Box 168 
 Concordia 64020-0168 
 660-463-7596 
 alhanson@ylm.org 
 http://www.ylm.org/prisonministry 
 
NEBRASKA 
1,2,7  Released and Restored 
 Ruth Karlsson 
 2134 State Highway 41 
 Wilber 68465-2596 
 402-821-2401 
 ruth@releasedandrestored.org 
 
OKLAHOMA 
1,3,4,5,  Institutional Restorative Justice Ministries 
7,9,10  Charles Holybee 
 PO Box 123 
 Eufaula 74432-0123 
 918-689-4903 
 918-478-5539 Fax 
 cholybee@yahoo.com 
 
10  Letters for the Lord 
 c/o Linda Odell 
 PO Box 593 
 Harrah 73045-0593 
 odelljrg@aol.com 
 
1,2  Casa Recovery Mins / 
 New Starts Prison Min 
 Rev Ricky Thompson 
 PO Box 19352 
 Oklahoma City 73144-0352 
 405-420-3192 
 Revrick73010@aol.com 
 
1,2,5,  Criminal Justice & Mercy Ministry - 
6,8(B)  OK Methodist Conference 
 Stan Basler 
 1501 Nw 24th 
 Oklahoma City 73106 
 405-530-2015 
 sbasler@okumc.org 
 www.okumc.org 

*CANADA 
1,2,3,4,  Restorative Justice Outreach 
 Ministries 
5,6,7  Rev Larry Dewolf 
 Box 55 
 Drumheller 
 Alberta TOJ OYO 
 403-823-4736 
 403-823-5995 Fax 
 restore@praize.com 
 
1,2,3,  Bridges to New Life Society 
6,7,9  Rob Baskin 
 15654 Oyama Rd 
 Oyama 
 BC V4V 2E1 
 250-548-9242 
 hope@silk.net 
 
1,7  Restorative Justice Ministry 
 Network of Canada 
 Darryl Mccullough 
 89 Kimberley Avenue 
 Bracebridge on P1L 2A4 
 705-646-2657 
 705-646-5828 Fax 
 darryl.mccullough@sympatico.ca 
 
*SCOTLAND 
1  Christian Prison Ministries Scotland 
 Colin Cuthbert 
 PO Box 8806 
 Carluke ML8 4RJ 
 015-557-71157 
 anne.mclean@blueyounder.co.uk 
 
ALABAMA 
7  Mothers Against Methamphetamine 
 Director 
 PO Box 8 
 Arab 35016-0008 
 256-498-6262 
 256-498-6263 Fax 
 Office@@mamasite.net 
 www.mamasite.net 
 
CALIFORNIA 
1,5,9,  Follow up Ministries 
10  Glenn L Morrison 
 PO Box 2514 
 Castro Valley 94546-0514 
 510-881-1178 
 510-881-8043 Fax 
 Fumi2000@msn.com 
 www.followupministries.org 
 
FLORIDA 
8(M)  Prisoners of Christ 
 Daniel O Palmer 
 PO Box 28159 
 Jacksonville 32226-8159 
 904-358-8866 
 904-358-8829 Fax 
 
1  Diocese of Palm Beach   
 Sr Betty Franscino OSF 
 PO Box 109650 
 Palm Beach Gardens  33410-9650 
 561-775-9543 
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1,9,10  Redeemed Ministries 
 Betty G Oates 
 PO Box 891 
 Chico 76431-0891 
 940-644-5237 
 940-644-2982 Fax 
 redeemedministry@hotmail.com 
 
1,2,3,4,5,  Newlife Behavior Ministries 
 6,7,9,10 Buck Griffith 
 3833 S Staples Ste S-101 
 Corpus Christi 78472-2188 
 361-855-3372 
 361-855-7469 Fax 
 nlbcasa@yahoo.com 
 www.nlbm.org 
 
1,9  Prayer-life Seminars Inc 
 Hugh White 
 630 Meadowbrook Dr 
 Corpus Christi 78412-3019 
 361-993-7651 
 361-985-8615 Fax 
 hughlwhite@aol.com 
 www.prayer-lifeseminars.org 
 
1,2,3,  "Be Free" Jail & Prison Ministry 
9,10  Chaplain Inga Davis 
 3236 Golfing Green Place 
 Dallas 75234 
 972-247-1769 
 972-247-8487 Fax 
 Befree@comcast.net 
 
1,5  Chapel of Hope Ministries Inc 
 Frank E Graham Jr 
 6030 W White Rose Trl 
 Dallas 75248-4934 
 972-980-1009 
 972-503-5392 Fax 
 Frank@chapelofhope.org 
 www.chapel-of-hope.org 
 
1,2,4,5,  First Baptist Dallas Prison Ministry 
7,9,10  Dave Umfreville 
 1707 San Jacinto St 
 Dallas 75201 
 214-969-2421 
 214-969-7847 Fax 
 dumfreville@firstdallas.org 
 www.firstdallas.org 
 
1,7,8,  Freedom Outreach Ministries 
9,10  Mel Gipson 
 PO Box 180941 
 Dallas 75218 
 214-325-9583 
 214-824-3499 Fax 
 pastormel@affinity4.net 
 
5 J Juvenile Justice Ministries Network of Tx 
 Weldon Fox 
 PO Box 765156 
 Dallas 75376-5156 
 214-696-7834 
 214-969-7847 Fax 
 info@jjmnt.org 
 www.jjmnt.org 
 
1,2,3,9  R O D Ministires 
 Dale Truitt 
 PO Box 710385 
 Dallas 75371-0385 
 214-827-8555 
 214-824-5355 Fax 
 ddtruitt@hotmail.com 
 www.rodministries.org 
 

1,2,4,  Restorative Christian Outreach Ministries 
6,8,10  Mack Bailey 
 7506 Ed Bluestein Blvd 
 Austin 78723  
 512-926-2431 
 midway3060@yahoo.com 
 
3  Victim Services Division-TDCJ 
 Raven Kazen, Director 
 PO Box 13401 
 Austin 78711-3401 
 800-848-4284 
 512-406-5417 Fax 
 
1,2,3,6,  Diocese of Beaumont Criminal Justice Min 
7,9,10  Deacon Harry Davis 
 PO Box 3948 
 Beaumont 77704-3948 
 409-838-0451 
 409-838-4511 Fax 
 hdavis@dioceseofbeaumont.org 
 www.dioceseofbmt.org 
 
1,3,4  International Institute of 
 Faith Based Counseling 
 Bill Yeary 
 1297 Calder 
 Beaumont 77701 
 409-832-9060 
 
6  Shepherd's Inn Gaspard Center 
 Mary Green 
 PO Box 20618 
 Beaumont 77703-4921 
 409-898-8797 
 409-892-9534 Fax 
 shepherdsinn@gtba.org 
 www.gtba.org 
 
1,2,5,  Inmate Discipler Fellowship 
7,9,10  Renee Armstrong 
 PO Box 334 
 Bedford 76095-0334 
 817-285-1644 
 817-282-3264 Fax 
 idf_rjm@sbcglobal.net 
 
1,2,6,  Regional Cjm Center of S Texas 
7,9  Gene W oodard 
 PO Box 4056 
 Beeville 78104 
 361-358-9699 
 gwoodard@cableone.net 
 
3,4,5,6,  J.A.I.L. Ministry Inc 
7,9,10  Steve Cannon 
 PO Box 634 
 Belton 76513-0634 
 254-933-8506 
 254-933-7569 Fax 
 jailmin@vvm.com 
 
1,2,  New Beginnings / 
8 (F),9  TAX Bryan & College Station 
 Pat Howard 
 PO Box 3785 
 Bryan 77805 
 979-219-0671 
 979-361-4291 Fax 
 phoward@co.brazos.tx.us 
 
6  Newgate Connection 
 Wesley Stevens 
 14802 Overbluff Ct 
 Channelview 77530-3252 
 281-452-2352 
 281-452-3219 Fax 
 wfstevens@pdq.net 

1,3,6,  Texas Baptist Men 
7,9,10  Don Gibson 
 333 N W ashington Ave 
 Dallas 75246-1782 
 214-828-5353 
 214-828-5284 Fax 
 dgibson@bgct.org 
 www.baptistmen.org 
 
1,2,3,  Walking Through the Light P M Inc 
5,9,10  Eleuterio Z Adame 
 PO Box 4761 
 Dallas 75208-0761 
 
7  C O P E (Coalition of Prison Evangelists) 
 Fauhn Schierer 
 1001 W Euless Blvd Ste 212 
 Euless 76040-5032 
 817-684-7870 
 817-684-7876 Fax 
 office@copeministries.org 
 www.copeministries.org 
 
1,7  Lifeway Outreach Ministries 
 Martha G Hudson 
 PO Box 48525 
 Fort W orth 76148-0525 
 817-281-1826 
 lifewayomin@aol.com 
 
1,2,6,  Mercy Heart 
7,9  Roger Hollar 
 4805 Ne Loop 820 
 Fort W orth 76137-2801 
 817-281-3361 
 817-281-7413 Fax 
 roger@mercyheart.org 
 http://prisonministry.net/mh 
 
1,6,7  Parents and Children Together (PACT) 
 Rev Suzanne Boeglin 
 2836 Hemphill St 
 Fort W orth 76110-3214 
 817-924-7776 
 pact1924@sbcglobal.net 

7  World Bible Translation Center 
 Glenn Peden 
 4028 Daley Ave 
 Fort W orth 76180-8600 
 817-595-1664 
 817-589-7013 Fax 
 glenn@wbtc.com 
 www.wbtc.org 
 
10  Write-way Prison Ministries Inc 
 Ralph Nichols 
 PO Box 461582 
 Garland 75046-1582 
 972-840-9798 
 972-864-9692 Fax 
 writewaypm@juno.com 
 
1,2,4,6,7,  Cross Prison Ministries Inc 
8(F),9,10  Carole Ross 
 PO Box 412 
 Gatesville 76528-0412 
 254-865-5163 
 crossprisonministry@htcomp.net 
 
1  Discipleship Unlimited 
 Dallas / Linda Strom 
 PO Box 145 
 Gatesville 76528 
 discipleship@earthlink.net 
 www.liferow.org 
  

FEBRUARY 2006                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        PAGE  7 

Ministries Directory                                                   February 2006 



1,3  Bridges to Life 
 John Sage 
 PO Box 19039 
 Houston 77224-9039 
 713-463-7200 
 713-465-5658 Fax 
 jsage1@aol.com 
 www.bridgestolife.org 
 
1,2,3,5,  C O O L Ministries Inc 
6,7,9,10  Boyd Harrell 
 PO Box 924135 
 Houston 77292 
 713-592-0134 
 713-956-0355 Fax  
 we.cool@cfaith.com 
 www.coolministries.net 
 
1,9  Crossover Usa 
 Gary R Nichols 
 911 Westmont 
 Houston 77015 
 713-545-7991 
 713-455-7060 Fax 
 gnichols@crossoverusa.com 
 
5,7,10  Initiatives for America's Youth 
 Boone Vastine 
 15153 Kimberley Ct 
 Houston 77079-5130 
 281-493-4556 
 Iayjjm@aol.com 
 
9  Jail Chaplaincy Ministry 
 Freddie Wier 
 PO Box 30262 
 Houston 77249-0262 
 713-569-2929 
 
1,2,3,5,  Restored to Christ 
7,9,10  Harold Travis 
 14147 Ivy Bluff Ct 
 Houston 77062 
 281-488-5110 
 281-488-8218 Fax 
 harold@clearlakemethodist.org 
 
1,3,4,  Servants of Christ Prison Ministry 
6,9,10  Sibble Knight 
 PO Box 111275 
 Houston 77293-0275 
 281-449-2703 
 
1  Skills for Life Inc 
 James Lynn Arnold 
 6223 Greenway Forest Ln 
 Houston 77088-4012 
 281-931-9122 
 281-447-1784 Fax 
 arnojl@msn.com 
 
1  Chaplaincy Program TDCJ-ID 
 Bill Pierce 
 PO Box 99 
 Huntsville 77342-0099 
 936-437-5052 
 936-437-5138 Fax 
 billy.pierce@tdcj.state.tx.us 
 edsalpc@yahoo.com 
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1  The Brotherhood of St Andrew 
 Oliver Osborn 
 PO Box 537 
 Lake Jackson 77566-0537 
 979-297-6217 
 eosborn@brazosport.cc.tx.us 
 
1,2,3,7,  Calvary Commission 
8(B),9,10  Joe Fauss 
 PO Box 100 
 Lindale 75771-0100 
 903-882-5501 
 903-882-7282 Fax 
 joefauss@calvarycommission.org 
 www.calvarycommission.org 
 
1,2,7,  Freedom in Jesus Ministries 
 10 Don Castleberry  
 PO Box 6525 
 Lubbock 79493-6525 
 806-778-3923 
 806-791-5853 Fax 
 fijm@nts-online.net 
 
5,7  Lifechange Mentoring 
 Shirley Orr Smith 
 PO Box 9535 
 Midland 79708-9535 
 432-689-6925 
 sos@lifechangementoring.org 
 www.lifechangementoring.org 
 
1,2,4,6,  Preaching the Cross Ministries 
7,9,10  Bobby Griffith 
 PO Box 633741 
 Nacogdoches 75963-3741 
 936-326-4556 
 936-326-4229 Fax 
 ptcmgriffith@wmconnect.com 
 
1,2,4,  Loops (Loved Ones of Prisoners) 
6,9,10  Leland / Linda Maples 
 PO Box 14953 
 Odessa 79768-4953 
 432-580-5667 
 432-580-8299 Fax 
 leland@loopsministries.com 
 www.loopsministries.com 
 
1,2,3,  God's Friend Ministries Inc 
5,7  Jack Mcclelland 
 3727 N 16th Ste 287 
 Orange 77632 
 409-988-3865 
 godsfriend@gt.rr.com 
 
1,2,3,4,  Mike Hooker Ministries 
8(B),9  Mike / Charlotte R Hooker 
 PO Box 143 
 Queen City 75572-0143 
 903-796-5297 
 214-796-6592 Fax 
 
1,2,3,  Operation Oasis 
6,7,10  Michael Lee 
 302 Centennial Blvd 
 Richardson 75081-5057 
 972-437-3801 
 972-437-3139 Fax 
 mlee@operation-oasis.org 
 www.operation-oasis.org 
 

1  Elkins Lake Baptist Church 
 Rev Ken Hugghins 
 206 State Highway 19 
 Huntsville 77340-7152 
 936-295-7694 
 936-295-3388 Fax 
 elbc@lcc.net 
 www.elbc.org 
 
1,2,3  Episcopal Diocese of TX RJM 
 Edwin Davis 
 2003 Avenue P 
 Huntsville 77340-5029 
 936-291-3153  
 
1,2,3,  First Baptist Church 
4,6  David Valentine, Pastor 
 1229 Avenue J 
 Huntsville 77340-4698 
 936-291-3441 
 david.valentine@fbchuntsville.org 
 www.fbchuntsville.org 
 
1,2  First Baptist Church "Welcome Back" 
 Ministry 
 Jerry Phillips, Associate Pastor 
 jerry.phillips@fbchuntsville.org 
 
6  Hospitality House 
 Freddy W alters 
 912 10th St 
 Huntsville 77320-3937 
 936-291-6196 
 freddy.walters@thehospitalityhouse.org 
 www.thehospitalityhouse.org 
 
7  Restorative Justice Ministries Network 
 Emmett Solomon, Exec Director 
 1232 Avenue J 
 Huntsville 77340-4629 
 936-291-2156 
 936-291-7648 Fax 
 esolomon@sbcglobal.net 
 www.rjmn.net 
 
 Anita Parrish, Ministry Assistant 
 arparrish@sbcglobal.net 
 
 Bill Kleiber 
 kleiber@sbcglobal.net 
 
3  TDCJ Victim Services 
 Jim Brazzil 
 PO Box 949 
 Huntsville 77432 
 936-437-4941 
 jim.brazzil@tdcj.state.tx.us 
 
1,5  University Heights Baptist Church 
 Bro Richard Rogers 
 2400 Sycamore Ave 
 Huntsville 77340-6120 
 936-295-2996 
 
2,5  Winner's Circle Juvenile Program 
 Kent Lucas 
 550 Elkins Lake 
 Huntsville 77340 
 936-436-9467 
 winnerscircletexas@sbcglobal.net 
 

Use this Ministry ID Key to locate Ministry Emphasis:  
*1=Prison *2=Non-residential Aftercare *3=Victim *4=Professionals *5=Juvenile Offenders *6=Family  

*7=Resources for other RJMs *8=Residential Aftercare *9=Jails *10=By Mail 
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Get your ministry listed in the  
RJMN Directory and  
on the RJMN website.   

     Call Anita at 936.291.2156 
Or by email:  

arparrish@sbcglobal.net 

VIRGINIA 
1,5,9,  Good News Jail & Prison Ministry 
10  Dr Tom Beckner 
 PO Box 9760 
 Richmond 23228-0760 
 804-553-4090 
 804-553-4144 Fax 
 info@goodnewsjail.org 
 www.goodnewsjail.org 
 
WASHINGTON 
1,4  His Sufficient Grace Ministries 
 Larry Groom 
 2424 130th Pl Se 
 Everett 98208-6708 
 425-357-8596 
 ldgroom@comcast.net 
 

1,2,4,7 Worldwide Voice in the Wilderness 
 Johnny Moffitt 
 1221 Abrams Rd Ste 250 
 Richardson 75081-5580 
 972-234-6009 
 972-234-6050 Fax 
 johnnymoffitt@sbcglobal.net 
 
2  One Man's Treasure 
 Mary Carter 
 Pmb 211 510 I-30 
 Rockwall 75087 
 888-433-9826 
 dca7704051@aol.com 
 
1,2,7  Christian Restorative Justice Mentors 
 Assoc 
 Murray Batt  
 PO Box 131412 
 Spring 77393-1412 
 281-292-0442 
 crjm2@juno.com 
 www.crjm2.org 
 
1,10 Joy Prison Ministry 
 Ura White 
 PO Box 7324 
 Spring   77387-7324 
 281-253-8342   
 
7  UMC TX Conference Criminal Justice & 
 Mercy Ministries 
 Jack W alker 
 Spring 77393-1412 
 713-569-1076 
 jweswalker@aol.com 
 www.newgateinitiative.org 
 
1  Accepting Grace Ministries Inc 
 Joe L / Betty W aggoner 
 PO Box 983 
 Stamford 79553-0983 
 325-773-2248 
 bettyj@camalott.com 
 
1,4,6  Houston Trinity Prison Ministry 
 Romeo Pena 
 PO Box 1411 
 Sugar Land 77487-1411 
 713-906-3407 
 
2,7,8(M)  Wholeway House 
 Louis Nobs 
 PO Box 906 
 Willis 77378-0906 
 936-856-9683 
 info@wholeway.org 
 www.wholeway.org 
 
1,7,9,  Woodville Church of Christ 
 10 Prison Ministry 
 PO Box 276 
 Woodville 75979-0276 
 409-283-5977 
 woodvillecoc@sbcglobal.net 
 
1,7,9,  Cornerstone Prison Ministry 
 10 Chaplain Al Gibbons 
 PO Box 1672 
 Wylie 75098-1672 
 972-475-5789 
 972-412-7748 Fax 
 cspmin@clearsail.net 

It is not too early to register for the Na-
tional Prisoner Re-Entry Conference 
sponsored by Transition of Prisoners, 
Inc. and Operation Oasis. The confer-
ence will be held October 13-15, 2006, 
at the Westin Park Central Hotel, Dallas, 
Texas.  Special rates are available 
through July, 14, 2006.  The theme for 
this year’s conference is “The Heart of 
the Problem” Ezekiel 11:19. 
 This is the largest faith-based 
Prisoner Re-Entry Conference in the 
country.  Over 500 people from 38 states 
registered in 2005. 
 The need for prison aftercare is 
great and will be even greater in the 
future as tens of thousands of men and 
women are released from prison each 
year. Many of these men and women 
have committed or recommitted their 
lives to Christ while behind bars. Assur-
ing their success upon release should be 
a high priority for the church community 
in this country. The mission of Transi-
tion of Prisoners, Inc. (TOP®) is to help 
the church rise to a state of readiness. 
TOP® is working hard to "encourage, 
train and support the church in its minis-
try to prisoners, ex-prisoners and their 
families."  Please join us in Dallas.  
        Latitia Watkins, 313-875-3883 x 28 

 I just wanted to let you know 
that the power of God is still working 
mightily through Kairos Torch at Long 
Creek Youth Development Center in 
South Portland, Maine.  This past Sun-
day night we had 3 young men that at-
tended the retreat come to our youth 
ministry at my church where I youth 
pastor. They have been so excited about 
the possibility of coming and we thought 
that it would never work out but God 
had different plans. They fit in so great 
and want to come every week.  It looks 
like this will happen!  One teen gave his 
testimony about the transforming power 
of God in his life to our youth group and 
another performed a rap that he had 
written!!!!! It was amazing and affected 
our teens so greatly. To top it off, the 
three guys came with a guard who came 
up to me after the service with tear filled 
eyes and thanked us for what we were 
doing and he wanted to escort these 
teens every week!  God works in ways 
that we never planned or even dreamed 
of! I love that when these guys get out, 
they will already have a church home to 
come to and worship with and grow in 
their spiritually walk. To God be the 
Glory!!!                  
   Justin Sweeney, Youth Pastor 

Dear Editor 
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 13th Annual Texas RJMN Convention 

Continued from page 1 
 Friday activities include: Mentor Training, Panel of Leaders regarding "Smart Justice as opposed to tough justice", 
workshops regarding mediation, female offender issues, youthful offenders, Faith-based dorms, aftercare by churches, victim 
ministry, community supervision , ministry to law enforcement personnel, as well as a gathering for formerly incarcerated peo-
ple. Restorative Justice Ministry is a ministry to every part of the criminal justice system.  
 The plenary speakers are: Dr. Marcus D. Cosby, Senior Pastor of Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church, Houston: Judge 
Michael McSpadden,  209th Criminal District Court, Harris County, Houston: Roseanna Ruiz,   Program Manager of the Re-
entry Program at the Mayor's Citizens' Assistance Office, Houston:  and Rev. Marvin Hood, Pastor of Restorative Justice of the 
Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church will send us all home on Saturday afternoon spiritually filled 
and inspired to continue with vigor the work that our Lord has called us to do.   Tear out the registration form on page 11 and 
send it in. Register now! 
Editor’s note: Additional information about guest speakers and musicians can be found  at www.rjmn.net/welcome. 

 Bill Lewis, Chairman of the Central Texas Hospitality 
House, is excited about the new Central Texas Welcome Cen-
ter.  It is located on FM 929, on 5 acres of land, across from the 
Valley Unit of TDCJ in Gatesville.  They have a wonderful little 
3 bedroom, 2 bath modular home, with central air and heat.  One 
of the rooms is a children's play room, with lots of books and 
toys, and a TV/VCR ready to play Christian videos.  Another 
room is set up for reading and prayer, and will provide a quiet 
place for someone to wait for their time to visit.  There is coffee 
and cold drinks, cookies and snacks, being offered at no 
charge.  There is an attractive living room with large, soft 
couches and a kitchen.   
 Plans for the proposed Hospitality House are displayed 
on the wall of the entry way.  This will be a 13,850 square foot 
facility, with 70 beds, and a full time director.  They are in the 
fund-raising phase, and are praying for the Lord to connect them 
with some generous donors.  Please spread the word about the 
Welcome Center and the fund raising efforts to bless the fami-
lies who drive to Gatesville to visit their loved ones. 
 The Welcome Center is open 8:00am to 5:00pm each 
Saturday and Sunday.  There are no overnight stays, as 
yet.  Visitors are invited to utilize the center before and after 
their visits, also it is a place for family members to stay while 
their loved ones make their visits at any of the prisons in Gates-
ville.  For information contact Bill Lewis at 254-471-5759. 

Continued from page 4 
They feel more relaxed and are much more willing to share their  
thoughts and get real with someone who can relate to them on 
their level.  For those who do not want to get real, it is a lot 
harder to con a con, so their “game” usually gets them busted 
out fairly quickly.                                                                                                         
 Also, by having inmates teach the class, it allows the 
motto of the program, NO MORE  VICTIMS! to sink in and 
become part of the every day thought pattern of the inmate fa-
cilitators, who in turn model this new way of thinking for the 
rest of the prison population.  Lastly, in this time of tightening 
budgets and scarce tax dollars, the inmates teach for free, so the 
program costs the taxpayers only a very small amount. 
 ICVC is a 40 hour program, spread over five days.  It 
provides a comprehensive coverage of the major types of crime 
and how each affects the victim.  The men learn that not only 
are the primary victims affected by their criminal behavior, but 
the offenders themselves and their families are also negatively 
impacted.   
 I’ve been incarcerated for almost twenty years and I’ve 
never seen anything that impacted a prison population like this 
program has.  The concept of Restorative Justice works.  The 
ICVC program works.  I’m not saying that it’s a miracle cure for 
society’s ills, but I am saying that I’ve seen many men, once 
considered incorrigible, seek to better themselves and end their 
criminal lifestyles because of this life affirming program and to 
live its motto, NO MORE VICTIMS!  I’m proud to say that I’m 
one of them.   

Gatesville  Welcome Center 

Impact of Crime on Victims 
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By: Richard R. Blake 

Alameda County 
Volunteer of the Year 
James Coleman, God Squad member was awarded the “Volunteer of the Year Award” for his work at Juvenile Hall 
in San Leandro.  This award is given annually for outstanding service to a volunteer.  Coleman ministers directly in 
the chapel program, with small group Bible studies, and in one-on-one mentoring situations.  In addition to this 
Brother Coleman (as he is respectfully called) serves as area director of Alameda County for the God Squad ministry 

of Follow Up Ministries, Inc. 

Sacramento 
Schwarzenegger Takes Stand on Prisons 
In a strategic growth plan presented by the governor, California can cut the number of state prisons while increasing the number of beds 
available to accommodate projected needs over the next ten years.  The proposal calls for contracting outside providers, housing short 
term parole violators in county facilities, and recidivism reductions.  Schwarzenegger’s priority is to protect pubic safety.  
Opponents say his prison plan falls short and say the reforms are deficient and misdirected.  They point out the overcrowded, violent 
conditions which currently result in endangering the safety of prison guards and prisoners.  Adjectives such as “horrifying” conditions 
and “soaring recidivism” are used to describe other concerns.  CCPOA officials oppose these reforms. The prison guards union is threat-
ened by these proposals.   
Violent Prisons Endanger Staff, Inmates 
A California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation report reveals that the highest incidents of inmate assaults against correc-
tions staff, other inmates, and visitors are in the units at Sacramento and Chino.  The use of ‘peacekeepers’ at California state prisons is 
under investigation by the FBI.  These are inmates who are entrusted to help the staff in incidents of racial tension and in controlling 
their fellow prisoners.   This practice is banned in many states but used on a limited basis in California’s system. 

San Mateo County 
Jail Chaplain Helps Inmates Discover Faith and Hope 
For a decade Carol Bowen has been ministering to the inmates.  As chaplain for the men’s and women’s jails Bowen’s biggest responsi-
bility is counseling inmates who are facing the death of a family member or other individual emergencies. 
Her strong conviction that people can change comes across to the prisoners.  Inmates in the jail’s “God Pod” share how they choose to 
use free time talking of their religious convictions with Bowen.  Inmates can see the change, in themselves, and among the other in-
mates as they spend time in Bible study with Bowen.  A sense of spirituality is felt and inmates say sometimes it is stronger than in 
some churches. Bowen hopes to open a halfway house for people who are getting out of jail and need help in developing life skills dur-
ing the critical time of transition. 

Oakland  
Federal Grants Aimed at Reducing Crime and Youth Violence 
The Acts Full Gospel Church was recently praised by Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger for their program “Men of Valor.”  This pro-
gram is credited with being successful in rehabilitating ex-offenders.  The program provides counseling, educational training, job train-
ing, meals and housing to ex-offenders and youth drop-outs. 
The Mentoring Center in Oakland was a beneficiary of a significant federal grant to expand its Transition Program designed to help 
those confined in the California Youth Authority as they transition back into the community.                                    
Another grant was awarded to the Martin Luther King, Jr. Freedom Center for youth violence prevention plans aimed at concentrating       
on conflict resolution skills, prevention of gang involvement and finding positive substitutes for violence. 
The Dr. J. Alfred Smith Training academy was awarded a grant totaling more than $600,000 in support of the academy’s work designed 
to reduce recidivism, and the cost of re-incarceration of these offenders by helping individuals find work when they return to their com-
munities. 

  California News  
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Impact of Inmate Participation in Chaplaincy Programs 

Gospel Concert and TDCJ Mentor 
Training at RJM Convention 

        Memo from Chaplaincy Services Administrator  
Excerpts from a Florida DOC follow up study of “The Impact of 
Inmate Participation in Chaplaincy Programming” Follow-Up 
Study August 2005 
 Three years ago, the Florida Department of Correc-
tions (FDC), Chaplaincy Services completed a report in which 
Florida Chaplains gathered information regarding inmate chapel 
attendance.  This follow-up study to the 2002 report, “The Im-
pact of Inmate Participation in Chaplaincy Programming” exam-
ines the initial group of inmates to determine whether the find-
ings of improved behavior in those inmates who participated in 
Chaplaincy programs are sustained over the subsequent 3-year 
period.  Additionally, the follow-up looks at the recommitment 
rate for inmates involved in the original study that have been 
released during the past 3 years.  
 The benefits realized by participation in religious pro-
gramming are both personal and social. Inmates frequently pro-
vide subjective information concerning the positive impact of 
religious activity.  They attribute restored relationships, im-
proved behavior and a better perspective on life to participation 
in religious programming.  When these changes are recorded as 
reduced recommitments for released offenders or reduced disci-
plinary reports for inmates, the societal impact is credible.  Vol-
unteer and professional faith-based workers believe that faith-
based programming makes the institution where the participat-
ing inmates live, a safer place. Anecdotal information from in-
stitutional administration and security staff tends to support this 
claim.  Though a variety of motives can be found among inmate 
religious programming participants, it is asserted that more in-
mates are motivated by genuine interests in change through per-
sonal piety.  It is also believed that neighborhoods across the 
state become appreciably safer neighborhoods when offenders 
have participation in faith-based programming as part of their 
prison history.  This follow-up report to the original study con-
tinues in the interest of providing data that addresses the short 
and long-term results of inmate participation in religious pro-
gramming. 

Chaplain Alex S. Taylor 
Chaplaincy Services Administrator 

Executive Summary 
• For inmates in the study that were released in FY 2001-02, 

the recommitment rate for the inmates who attended 10 or 
more sign-in chapel programs per month was 26% less than 
the recommitment rate for those inmates who did not attend 
any chapel programs.  The data is as of December 31, 2004. 

• The recommitment rate showed an inverse relationship to 
the number of times per month that the inmate attended a 
chapel program.  The more the inmates attended a chapel 
program the smaller the recommitment rate. 

• The percentage of inmates released who participated in 
religious programming was at least 13.5% higher than in-
mates who had no participation in religious programming. 

• There is an inverse relationship between the disciplinary 
report rate for those inmates that remained incarcerated 
between 07/07/01 and 12/31/04 and the number of times 
per month (in the original study period only) that the in-
mate attended a sign-in chapel program. The more the in-
mates attended a chapel program the smaller the inmate 
disciplinary report rate. 

• Fifty-four percent of inmate respondents to survey ques-
tions attributed better behavior (as measured in Disciplinary 
Reports received) to Chaplaincy Programs. The inmates 
surveyed were all measured in some capacity in the original 
study and still remain in custody in a FDC facility.  
Twenty-six percent of these same inmates duplicated in the 
“Additional Comments” area of the survey that in their 
opinion it was the Chaplain, a chapel program or a religious 
volunteer that was the catalyst for improved behavior.  
These unsolicited responses provide an indication of the 
sincerity of the inmate responses. 

 Due to a change in venue for the Governor’s Volunteer 
Awards, the convention will get started with TDCJ Mentor 
Training  Friday morning at 10:00 a.m. and a Gospel Music 
Concert at 10:45 a.m.  Approved volunteers are invited to attend 
the mentor training. 
 Craig Hearn, Worship leader, will lead off the concert 
with his excellent saxophone playing and will lift hearts in 
praise with his music. Jaime Feaster will follow with some of 
the beloved songs so familiar to the Christian community. Jerry 
Trammell will perform some of the great Southern Gospel fa-
vorites.  
 Early registration will begin at 8:00 p.m. on Thursday 
evening and again at 9:00 a.m. on Friday. Room reservations 
can be made for Thursday night at the $59 rate. If you aren’t 
arriving on Thursday, make plans to arrive early on Friday to 
enjoy the concert or to take the mentor training. 
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Restorative Practices and Victim Research 

           Submitted by Emmett Solomon 
  
 A long time crime victim advocate says, "We in the U.S. need to validate the views of 
crime victims and how they respond to restorative justice. Often victims of crime do not know 
what restorative justice is and how it can allow them to heal as much as possible after crime. It 
allows full offender accountability which is something victims embrace and is something not often 
experienced by most victims under our current criminal justice system.” 
 The victims we work with around the country and outside the U.S. are increasingly rais-
ing their voices asking for something more. That something more is restorative justice which al-
lows for healing of victims, transforming the lives of offenders, and lowering crime rates which 

helps to restore peace in communities. 
 Located on the International Institute for Restorative Practices (IIRP) website (www.restorativepractices.org) at the eforum 
link you will find a study that may be of interest to you:  UK Study Shows Majority of Crime Victims Reject Idea of Prison and Favor 
Restorative Justice Meetings Between Victims and Offenders.  A new survey in the United Kingdom shows that nearly two-thirds of 
crime victims believe that prison sentences don't prevent re-offending.  More than half favor face-to-face meetings between victims and 
offenders, so victims can relate the impact of the crime and offenders can take responsibility and make amends. 
 The survey, commissioned by two UK organizations, Victim Support, which helps crime victims, and SmartJustice, a crime-
prevention "think tank," and performed by ICM Research, polled a random sample of 991 adult victims of crime.  IIRP director of re-
search Paul McCold commented, "the survey confirms that crime victims are not especially punitive and the majority believe that re-
storative justice is in their interest." 

 The Juvenile Justice Ministries Network of Texas 
(JJMNT) recognized six outstanding juvenile ministries and 
institutional chaplaincy programs with 
five hundred dollar grant awards.  
 Cross in the City Ministries 
(CITC), Houston, Texas was chosen to 
receive one of the six grants for their 
ministry of reaching out to youth who are 
gang members and youth at-risk of being 
enticed into gang membership.  Cross Advantage Ministries 
(CAM), San Antonio Texas, was selected in recognition of their 
exceptional ministry in providing over 40,000 Bibles to youth in 
the Texas Juvenile Justice System. In addition, CAM provides 
religious programs and mentors for Giddings State School, the 
Ayres Halfway House, and the WINGS (Women In Need of 
Greater Strength) mother/baby program in Marion, Texas.  Also, 
recognized with five hundred dollar grants were the Chaplaincy 
Programs at four juvenile facilities in Texas. The TYC Crockett 
State School in Crockett Texas, the Bexar County Juvenile De-
tention Center in San Antonio Texas, the Cyndi Taylor Krier  

Juvenile Correctional Treatment Center, in San Antonio, Texas, 
and the Texas Adolescent Treatment Center in San Antonio, 
Texas.   
 The Chaplaincy Program grants were given for youth 
development materials. “We are delighted to be able to help 
these outstanding Chaplains get spiritual resources in the hands 
of their youth.”, said Mike Gahan, JJMNT South Texas Repre-
sentative. 
 The JJMNT is a Christ centered association whose 
mission is to strengthen individuals, organizations, and churches 
who work with juvenile offenders and their families. 
Annual Membership Meeting 
 The Juvenile Justice Ministry Network of Texas in-
vites its members and persons interested in membership to at-
tend their next Executive Committee meeting.  The meeting will 
be held in conjunction with the Restorative Justice Ministries 
Network Convention (www.rjmn.net) in Houston on Friday, 
April 21st at 10 am.  Check at the RJMN convention’s registra-
tion desk for the location in the hotel. For further information 
contact T. L. Grover at tomi.grover@bgct.org 

JJMNT Gives Grants to Six Ministries and Chaplaincy Programs 
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Continued from page 1 
incarcerated juvenile offenders, at-risk youth and children.   
 The  concept of city governance, whereby offenders learn to govern themselves under the auspices of prison governance was a 
new concept for HOPE.  The prototype of city governance is operative at the Dawson State Jail in downtown Dallas. Since Daw-
son has limited programming space, Warden Keeton asked Lucy Smith to implement the HOPE Literacy program in a dorm set-

ting of 54 female offenders. In order to provide quality programming in this type of environ-
ment, there needed to be a structure that would engage the offenders to take ownership in the 
HOPE program.  
 The intent is to give the offenders autonomy and teach them to coexist in a commu-
nity comparable to the free world. In this environment, they assume responsibility and hold 
each other accountable for their behaviors and actions. They learn to plan and think before 
speaking or acting out, to maintain respect for the staff and their peers, to encourage and uplift 
others in the dorm, to become positive role models, and to make necessary adjustments in 
their lives prior to release.  
 Volunteers, knowledgeable in city government, came to Dawson to help the ladies 
learn how to campaign to elect their own Mayor, City Council members, and City Manager. 
Following the election, the ladies formed 
Boards so that each member of the commu-

nity would be an active participating member. The 54 female residents in Dorm 
10A held their first election in 2004. At this time they voted to name the city 
Unity. The Dorm was divided into three neighborhoods and nine families, with 
names being voted on for each. Permission was granted for the ladies to paint 
their walls with pictures that would visually depict HOPE. Unity City has en-
abled HOPE to implement the educational component in an effective manner. 
Needless to say, the ladies are very excited about the potential for growth with 
this innovative concept. The best news is that Warden Keeton says it is his best 
dorm on the unit. 
 In June 2005, the ladies held a second election since most of their elected officials had or were being released. They 
gave campaign speeches, and several of the candidates had campaign “managers.” It was a positive experience for the candidates 
as well as the voters. Unity City’s previous mayor was released about a month ago. She has been accepted at a local university, 
and starts this summer. She will be majoring in psychology. One of the students, recently released, has also been accepted at a 
local university. Both ladies are maintaining contact with HOPE volunteers. 
 In addition to Unity City at Dawson State Jail, customized HOPE models are operating at Hutchins State Jail (Male), 
Dallas, TX, Gatesville Trusty Camp (Female), Gatesville, TX, and Freedom Initiative InnerChange at the Carol Vance Unit, 
(Male)  Sugarland, Texas. 

Lucy Smith, Founder 
Texas HOPE Literacy 

  Parenting Today’s Youth, Dallas 100.7FM 

 Don Smarto is hosting an audience participation program, Parenting Today’s Youth, Monday-Friday 8:30 
p.m. on Dallas radio station 100.7 FM.   
 Don Smarto is the President of Youth Direct Ministries, a national outreach to high risk youth that conducts, 
camps, youth prison events and seminars for parents.  He is the author of five widely read books: Justice and Mercy, 
with a forward by Billy Graham, his autobiography, Setting the Captives, Keeping Ex-Offenders Free, and Lost and 
Found, a compendium of ministry to troubled youth.  Don Smarto 
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periodically throughout the year by Re-
storative Justice Ministries Network of 
North America, Inc.  The RJM Network is 
an information resource for Restorative 
Justice Ministries.  Inquiries about any 
kind of Restorative Justice Ministry are 
welcome.  Currently there is no subscrip-
tion fee for the Restorative Justice 
News.  The cost is being subsidized by 
reader donation.  The Episcopal Diocese 
of Texas and the Texas Conference of the 
United Methodist Church contribute to-
ward the costs associated with the publica-
tion of one issue each year.  
The board of the non-profit corporation 
includes:  Emmett Solomon, Don Gibson, 
and Jim Young. 

Jerry Trammell Performing at the RJMN Convention, Houston 

 Jerry Trammell will be performing at the 13th Annual 
RJMN Texas Convention, April 21-22,  Houston, Texas.  More 
details about the convention can be found on pages 1 and 10. A 
registration form for attendance and to reserve 
a ministry table is located on page 11. 
 Jerry’s professional career started in 
1970 when he began singing bass for The 
Wonder State Quartet. He is considered to have 
one of the most powerful tenor voices in gospel 
music and has had the pleasure of singing with 
The Florida Boys Quartet, The Blue Ridge 
Quartet, The Blackwood Brothers, and J.D. 
Sumner & The Stamps Quartet. Jerry is known 
for his presence on “The Gospel Singing Jubi-
lee”, a syndicated television show broadcast 
during the 70’s and 80’s.  It has been his honor 
to sing with such “Hall of Fame” members as Les Beasley, Glen 
Allred, Darrell Stewart, James Blackwood, J.D. Sumner and 
Tommy Fairchild. 
 In 1997, Jerry fell prey to alcoholism and was far re-
moved from the gospel music ministry. On June 6th, 2000, he 
was gloriously saved while in his eighth rehabilitation center.    

As a result of several DWI/ DUI offenses, Jerry was incarcer-
ated in the Arkansas Department of Corrections.     While at 
Craighead County,  Jerry was given the chance to lead the jail-

house bully to the Lord.  It was then 
Jerry realized God’s calling on his life, 
thus began Jerry Trammell Ministries.    
 In October, 2002, Jerry surren-
dered to a unique ministry of music and 
testimony. God has given Jerry a strong 
testimony, a gift of communication and a 
passion to reach lost souls.  Jerry 
Trammell Ministries has been privileged 
to carry the gospel to friends in the 
United States and abroad. 
Mr. Trammell is available for church 
events, conventions, seminars, etc.  He 

has a few open dates before and after the Houston convention.  
For booking information contact Teri Trammell  at:           

Jerry Trammell Ministries 
 219 Southgate Drive 

 Garner, North Carolina 27529 
  Phone 870-243-4145 

 TETRAMME@cs.com          

Blessed be the name of  the Lord 


